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Abstract: Mouse RGC experiment is a typical experiment. Electrophysiological method has always 
been a common method in neuroscience, and also used in this experiment. In recent years, calcium 
imaging of fluorescence indicators has also been widely used. In this article, we use a computational 
method to preprocess the mouse RGC experimental images of fluorescence, and identify the cell edge. 
Finally, we use fast Fourier transform on the typical cell response waveform.  

1. Introduction 
The development of vision restoration therapies is very slow. The progress of optoelectronics, 

photogenetics, gene therapy, and stem cell therapy[1-5] are all slow, because it is difficult to evaluate 
the effect of regeneration. Using Ca imaging to record the nerve cells in the intact eyeball can 
intuitively see the cells, which will promote the development of nerve cell regeneration experiments. 

FACILE (functional adaptive optics cellular imaging in the living eye) in mouse[6] and 
monkeys[7] is a commonmethod that combines high-resolution adaptive optics scanning light 
ophthalmoscopy(AOSLO)[8,9] and single cell calcium ion sensor genes coding[10]. Blocking the 
connection between central nervous system and brain activity to retinal nerve cells, by combining 
calcium imaging of fluorescence indicators, channelrhodopsin, and AOSLO, it is possible to 
effectively observe a large number of retinal nerve cells under experimental variable processing from 
optical images in vivo. 

Ca imaging method can record calcium-dependent fluorescent sensors, which can form 1-100Hz 
images for recording nerve activity[11,12]. This optical imaging method can record thousands of cells 
in a period of time[13,14], from the sub-cell structure to the calcium ion activity of specific cells, 
thereby reflecting their nerve potential activity. Compared with electrophysiological methods, 
imaging methods can locate cells in tissues. As a result, the spatial localization enables post hoc 
characterizations in situ by immunohistology [15], cell-attached/whole-cell recordings [16,17], or 
electron-microscopy [18].However, there are also many problems with the Ca imaging process. The 
main problem is that Ca imaging is to fluorescently label the calcium ion sensor of and record the 
intensity of the fluorescence sensor. This is an indirect way of responding to neural spiking. 
Fluorescence cannot perfectly and directly reflect the activity of the Ca sensor, and thus the response 
to the neural spiking during the recording period is not a perfect response[19]. In addition, the position 
movement caused by the motion of the experimental object during the recording process and the 
interference of the somatic cell signal on the fluorescence.For the processing of Ca imaging, the 
sensors are activated very quickly (50-200ms) but inhibited slowly (500ms-2s) after an action 
potential, this process is similar to a convolution process. So when responding to nerve impulses, use 
deconvolution to deal with the Ca imaging data can approximately get the time and intensity of the 
neural spiking[19].However, in the Ca imaging experiment, under long-term light stimulation, the 
mouse RGC will have a difference in calcium ion concentration waveform. There are common 
activate waveforms that are similar to the convolution process, suppression waveforms that produce 
inhibitory potentials, and transients that act first and then inhibit or first inhibit and then act. In order 
to analyze the RGC in this experiment, this article performs fast Fourier transform on the waveform 
of the fluorescence intensity of Ca imaging cells over time. 
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2. Preprocessing of cell image 
Due to the inevitable influence of various factors during the acquisition and transmission of the 

imaging process, the output inevitably has some noise. The noise will affect the original information, 
and it will have a significant impact on the image quality when calculating the amplitude. Noise can 
generally be removed by filtering, which is of great help to subsequent image processing. 

2.1 Denoising 
Image noise refers to the unnecessary or redundant information in the image like Fig.1, which is 

unpredictable and can only be recognized by statistical methods. Image noise is usually represented 
by digital features, mean variance or correlation functions, and its features can usually be reflected 
by these digital features. 

2.2 Denoising Method 

a. Average filter 
The average filter is a typical linear filtering algorithm, which uses the the mean of domain. We 

replace the gray value of selected point by the target gray value. Let f(x,y) be the original image and 
g(x,y) be the averaged image, the formula is as follows: 

1( , ) ( , )g x y f x y
n

= ∑  
N is the number of pixels contained in the field. 
Average filtering can remove the noise of the image well, while it can lose some details of the 

image, and the image will be blurred. 
b. Median filter 
The median filter is a non-linear digital filter technology that is often used to remove noise in 

pictures. The design idea is to check whether the sample of the input signal can represent the signal, 
use an odd number of observation windows to achieve this function, then the observation window at 
the median is the output, and discard the earliest value, obtain a new sample, and repeat the above 
operation. 

( , ) { ( , ), ( 1) / 2}f x y mid f x k y k k n= ± ± ≤ −    
Median filtering is especially useful for speckle noise and salt and pepper noise, and it can maintain 

the sharpness of the edges. 
c. Gaussian filter 
Gaussian filter is a linear smoothing, which is suitable for eliminating Gaussian noise. Gaussian 

filtering is the process of weighted average of the entire image. The gray value of each pixel is 
obtained by weighted average of itself and other pixel values in the neighborhood. 
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3. Cell edge detection 
Generally, we focus on the formed components of the cells. In order to obtain relevant information, 

the cells need to be separated from the background. Separating cells from time series data is not a 
small work. The definition of a good cell itself is a problem that needs attention. Generally speaking, 
we think that the bread-shaped round is the morphology of cells[21], but this definition is far from 
enough. When the cells are very close, it cannot be clearly identified. 

For this problem, choosing different time series processing methods can be useful. Using the 
correlation map can make very close cell separation visible[22,23]. There are also many cells that are 
clearly visible in the average map, but are not clear in the correlation map, so more analysis is needed 
when processing these cells. 

 
 

80



  

 

 

3.1 Convolutional neural networks 
The edge of the image is one of the characteristics of the image, which plays an important role in 

the analysis of image recognition. Because of the discontinuity of the image edge, this feature can be 
used to segment the image in the process of image recognition. 

In convolutional neural networks, we often use filter matrices to perform convolution operations 
on images, and identify the edges of the image through the feature map obtained by a specific 
convolution kernel. 

3.2 Vertical and horizontal detection filters 
When using vertical and horizontal detection filters, usually we use a 3*3 matrix as a filter. The 

result of using this type of filter will detect the edge of the image horizontally or vertically. Combining 
the vertical detection and horizontal detection filters to obtain the horizontal and vertical edges of the 
image, the detected image edges can be obtained. Commonly selected filters are Roberts, Sobel, 
Prewitt and other operators (Fig.4), and their weights are different. 

3.3 Thresholding 
Thresholding is to select a threshold T, and divide the image into two parts, the background and 

the target, with T as the boundary. Suppose the grayscale image is f(x,y), the grayscale range is (0,L), 
find a suitable threshold T between 0 and L, and divide it into: 

1, ( , )
( , )

0, ( , )
f x y T

g x y
f x y T

 ≥=  <  
In thresholding method, how to choose the threshold determines the accuracy of segmentation. 

Common threshold segmentation methods include Otsu threshold segmentation method, adaptive 
threshold segmentation method, maximum entropy threshold segmentation method, iterative 
threshold segmentation method and so on. 

In information theory, information entropy can explain the degree of chaos of a message, and the 
greater the entropy, the less clear the message. The definition of entropy is: 

( ) ( ) log ( )
p

H D p x p x= −∑  
The use of image entropy as a criterion for image segmentation was proposed by Kapuret, which 

is still a widely used image entropy segmentation method[20]. 
Given a specific threshold (0 1)q q K≤ < − , for the two image regions 0C and 1C segmented by this 
threshold, the estimated probability density function can be expressed as : 

0 ( )P q and 
1( )P q respectively represent the cumulative probability of background and 

foreground pixels segmented by q threshold, and the sum of the two is 1. The entropy corresponding 
to the background and foreground is expressed as follows: 
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Under this threshold, the total entropy of the image is: 

0 1( ) ( ) ( )H q H q H q= +  
Calculate the total entropy of the image under all segmentation thresholds, find the maximum 

entropy, and use the segmentation threshold corresponding to the maximum entropy as the final 
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threshold. The pixels in the image whose grayscale is greater than this threshold are regarded as the 
foreground, otherwise as the background. 

3.4 Thresholding result 

                 

(a)average map    (b)The result of Convolutional neural networks 
 

           

(c) The result of Otsu Method, T=0.33333   (d) the result of Iterative thresholding, T=0.33326 
FIG.1 experimental results 

From the experimental results (Fig.1b), the method of edge detection using convolution operator 
is not good. Since we use the fluorescence method to reflect the changes in the concentration of Ca 
in the cells, the gray value of the resulting image has good continuity, and there are few edge 
mutations, so the convolution operator does not detect the edges of cells well. Furthermore, since the 
gray value change is at the peak at the center of the cell, the center of the cell will be displayed as an 
"edge", so we do not use the convolutional neural network method here. 

4. Conclusion 
This article deals with the processing of time series data of Ca images in mouse RGC experiments. 

We focus on preprocessing of image noise, cell segmentation and recognition, and Fourier transform 
of cell fluorescence intensity waveform under time series. In these discussions, there have been many 
mature steps in the preprocessing of noise, the generation and types of noise, and the processing 
methods for them. There are also different kinds of methods for cell segmentation and recognition. 
But we deal with images that reflect the concentration of calcium ions, which existence in cells has 
continuity, as well as the complexity of the background, these all lead to the use of edge detection is 
not suitable here. This article uses the threshold method for segmentation, which can better segment 
the background and cells. 

However, due to the complexity of the background again, even if the threshold method is used for 
segmentation, there will still be redundant information generated by the background. In addition, 
some cells have very weak responses. If the threshold is too low, the cell information will also be 
deleted, so the image is segmented in combination with morphology. Due to the threshold method, 
for cells that are very close or even overlapped, the threshold method cannot well divide the 
boundaries between such cells. In this article, because the cell's response type and time are different, 
the fluorescence intensity peak is different, so different time thresholds are used to separate such cells. 

Finally, a brief introduction of Fourier transform and fast Fourier transform of cell waveforms of 
typical response types are briefly presented. However, due to the complexity of the waveform itself, 
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how to use the fast Fourier transform results to describe the speed of the induction peaks, the speed 
of the troughs, the speed of the peaks falling back, the speed of the peaks and troughs rising, etc., are 
not analyzed in detail in this article.  
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